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Coalents of the Government of Finland on the draft text of an International Convention for t.~e Prevention 
of Pollution from Ships, 1973 

Bxiatin, text 

&11°1, 2, Rtt1nat1cm, 
(5) "Shipn means a vessel of any type 

whatsoever and includes hydrofoil 
boats, air-oushion vehicles, 
eublleraiblas, noating craft and 
fixed or floating platforms 
operating 1n the marine environment. 

Art1c1e 4. v1o1at1on 
Alternative I 
Alternative II 

tfa!X1o{tni1fi\!!!EJfgft90Eh:tl01
1J. 

(2) ••• proceeding to the nearest 
repair yard available. 

Proposed· amendlutit 

(5) "Ship" mems a vessel of 
any type and includes 
hydrofoil boats, air
cushion vehicles, 
submersibles and 

floating craft. 

(5A) "Stationary platform" 
means a platform 
physically supported by 
the seabed or the sub
soil thereof, or a 
platform capable of 
retaining its position 
by dynamic anchoring. 

Alternative II 
Delete footnote 9. 

(2) ••• proceeding to the 
nearest 1»+41Q&lnt1J 
eguiDPti. repair yard 
available. 

Remarka 

The extension of the word "ship" to 
cover all kinds of platfo:rm1, 
drilling rigs etc, causes wmeceasary 
confusion. These item■ should be 
separated, and Regulation 26 ot 
Annex I should be extended to cover 
all the neceaaary prov1s10111 tor 
stationary plattonus. 

The formulation of Alternative II ia 
clearer, however, the substance of 
footnote 11 should be inserted in 
paragraph (1) 

The wording at prasent is unduly 
restrictive and does not cover 

all eventualities. 



Article C, !Jet:ecti( 111 of t1fi'cnce.':' 
anJ i'.nl'orceraent of the Convent.ion 
(3) Any Contrac tJJiG :>ta te ••• 

(5) A Contractin0 

Article 7, Re~ort~ U•rmtu1 su§s£nnce4 
( 6) 'l'he Heport ... 

State /Jiay / shalJ:.7 ... 
on Incidents Involving 

Art.Lele 8 1 Powers of Contracting .States 

(2) A Contracting State shall not ... 

Proposed ar-1endment 

A Contracting State may ... 

Add a new sentence: 
The rc.:qu.irements of this sub
paragraph do not applv to the .. 
internal waterwavs of a State 
whicri c:m be reached bv sen

ft:oing .ship::;. 

Remarli:s 

Tnis p:::.tragra~ih should be 

1·etninc<.l with alternative 11111ay 11 • 

This poragr3.J;h should be deleted. 

It is not sufi'iciently clear where 
the worurJ llformer state 11 in the 
second sentence refer to. 

The appropriateness 01 the whole 
paragraph (6) should be reconsidered. 

Paragraphs (1) and (2} should be 
considered. together. 

There is the Saimaa inlake water 
area in Finland where sea-going 
ships can go through a channel, 
and in that inlake area special 
const:cuctional 1•equirements to 
:niuimj,ze the risk o:f pollution 
ure d&umed necessary. 
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(3)(a)(vi) and {3)<b){vi) 

.P.W-lEX I 

Re5ul~tion i, Definitions 

(1) "Oil" means petroleum 
••• (other than petrochemicals, 
which are subject to ••. ) 

noGulation,9, Control of 
J?l:l.£l1 a r rr e of Oil 

(;)(b) ••• Oil tanks over ••• 

Proposed arr.endment Remarks 

Delete the words: "including two- All Contractinn States should 
thirds of the States represented be given the right to vote 
on the Maritime Safety Committee · in all matters concerning 
and present and voting in the amendments to the present 
Assembly" Convention • 

nOil" means petroleum.~. (other This clarification was already 
than petrochemicals, .L.!.:. accepted at PCMP • 
pet~oleurn derived chemicals, which 
are subject to ••• ) 

DAlete the words "Control of"" 
from the heading. 

Oil tankers over ••• 

These words do not reflect 
correctly the contents or y 
the Regulation. 

The term "reception fnoilities~ 
should be ur.ed everywhere ln ti1e 

Convention. Wrong Axprossions 
appear at least in neBulat!ons 
ll(l)(c), l2(2)(a). 14(~) and 18(1). 



Existing text 

Annex I 
Regulation 9 . 
Ccntrol of Discharge 
of Oil 
(l)(b)(v) the ship, 
if of ( ] tons 
gross etc. 

(2) Ships, while 
op~rat~r.g in special 
areas defined in Regul
ation 1(10) of this 
Annex shall be subject 
to appropriate require
ments of Regulation 12 
of this Annex. 

- 4 -

proposed amendment 

(l)(b){V) the ship, if of 
• i±QQ. tons gross etc. 

(2) Ships, while operating 
in special areas defined in 
Regulation 1(10) of this 
Annex shall be subject to 
appropriate additional re
quirements of Regulation 12 
oi' this Annex. 

Remarks 

Re~ulation 9 . .. , 
The draft provisions 9(1)(a)(111).and 9(l)(b),!) 
imply total prohit: .. tion ag~inst d1sch~rg; o: 011 or 
oily mixtures other than mixtures equ1vaien~ to 
clean ballast witti.1 Speci.al Areas for: al+ tan~e:s 
and for all other ships a~ove a certain size l1m~t • 

It is desirable to apply the same size limit as that 
for ships other than oil tankers in Re;;;~lation 4 
regarding Inspection and Survey, i e G~~ tons ~~oss 
tonnage. Such a limit is justified because the 01lge 
water in ships smaller than 1J00 tons nor;nall:• ~mounts 
to not more than 500-soe litres p~r day and ship and 
contains normally not mo1•e than ore O!" two per cent 
of oil; · 
Moreover, the provisions under R~gulation 9(1)(b) 
will regulate t~e discharges of bilG~ water or 3U~h 
smaller ahips for which the r~quirementc for special 
areas do not apply, 

The ~ddition is made in order to avoid misinter• 
pretation of this pa~agrap~. 

The need of this paraeraph should be reconsidered. 
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Existing text 

Hegul.ation 12 

~ethods for the Preven
tion of Oil Pollution 
from oil 'l,,1nkers while 
J2eradng w Special 
Areas 

(1} Special Areas 

(a) For the purpose or 
this Annex special 
areas shall include 
the Meditttrranean 
sea, the Baltic 
sea and Black Sea 

Proposed amendment 

RegJAlation 12 

Special Are~s and related 
requirements ,----

(l) Special Areas 

(a) For the purpose or this 
Annex 3pecial areas shall 
include the Mediterranean 
Sea, toe Baltic Sea Area 
and the Black Sea -

Remarks 

Her,;;..;lation 12 

The following special circ'JJ1lstance3 a:-e ;::-Jr:t.:i on•~d in 
order to indicate that the Ualtic Sea Area needs a 
special protection and Gatisfic3 the conditic~s fc~ 
designation a~ a Special Ar~a. 

(l) The Baltic Sea is an enclosed water body with 
extremely slow and irre-gular exchange of deep 
water with the ocean waters. 

(2) The water in the Baltic Sea in cold, which 
markedly slows down chemical and biological 
decradation cf certain poll~tants. 

(3) Aeration or the deep water in the eal~ic Sea 
is very slow because of rn~r~ed str.atification 
of water masses. Thi3 also 3lows down de• 
gradation of ce1•c;ain pollutar.ts. 

(4) The 3ta~nation or th, ~eep water in ~he differen~ 
,basins of the Baltic Sea proper cai:ses acc~malation 
among other substances, e-i:;pecially CJ!' persist0nt 
pollutants. These pollutants are reintroduced into 
the surface layers during eventual turnover periods. 

(5) The concentration or certain pollutants in organ~sms 
of the Baltic Sea are much (in certain cases ;~n 
times) higher than in the true marin9 Qnvironment 
of the seas. 
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Existing text Proposed amendment Remarks 

(6)· Organisms in the Baltic.Sea ar& of either true 
marine or true fresh water origin, Living in the 
brackish water of the Baltic Sea constitutes in 
itself an environmental.stress upon which all. 
other stresses are added. Environmental pollut
ants even in low concentrations could be such 
additional. stressas. 

{7) It is very difficult to carry out oil combat 
operations in complex archipelagoes such as in 
Finland and Sweden. The main .part of the 1trech 
of coast in these· countries is involved, 

The characteristics of the Baltic Sea will be further 
explained in a note submitted to the Conference. 



Existing text 

(c) Every Oil tanker 
:-:-:-:- this 
Reg..tlation. 

(3) Baltic Sea lto be 
prepareg7 

- 7 -

Proposed amendment Remarks 

(c) Ships :-:-:- this 
regulation, 

The proposed text of Regulation 12(3) deals also 
with ships other than oil tankers. 

(3) Baltic Sea Area The border line is the same as that used in Regulatic~ 
51 of the International Convention on Load Lines 1 196&. 

(a) 

(b) 

For the purpose or this 
Annex the Baltic Sea 
Area means the Baltic Sea 
proper with the Gulf of 
Bothnia, the Gulf er Fin
land and the entran~e to 
the Baltic Sea hounded bv 
the parallel of latitude· 
of The Skaw in the 
Skagerrak. 

No requirements supplementing Regulation 9 (total 
prohibition for Special Areas) are necass~ry. Para
graph (b) is introduced for clarification. 

Obligations for all Coastal States to provi~e 
adequate reception facilities _for ships cperatir.g 
in tte Baltic Sea Area will be laid down in a 
regional a~reement. 

Ships, while operating in 
the Baltic Sea Area, are 
subject to all applicable 
provisions of this AnnPx. 
especially the prohibi
tion of discharge as pro
vided for in Regulation 
9(l)(a){iii) and 9(l}(b)(v). 



Existing text 

Regulation 21 1 Oil Record Book 

(4) Each operation .•. The written 
entries in the Oil Record Book 
shall be in an official language 
of the State the flag of which 
the ship is entitled to fly and 
in English or French. 

- 8 -

Propos1;1d amendment 

••• In English or French 
in ships enfiaged on 
international VOIS&es. 

Remarks 

It is unnecessary to have written 
entries in an international 
language in ships engaged only 
on domestic traffic. 
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A1IDX II 

ue::tr ,9, qprt~&.eatigp and 

(l)(b) ••• issue a Certificate of 
Fitness for the Carriage of 
Noxious Chemicals in Bulk ••• 

Proposed amendment 

••• issue a Certificate of 
Fitness for the Carriage of 
Noxious Liquid §.Ybstances 

Remarks 

This Annex deals with "noxious 
liquid substances" and this word
ing should be used everywhere. 
Wrong expressions appear at least 
in Regulations 3(head1ng), 
5(headiIJ&) and 6(a,b and c). 

This for the Certificate 
better corresponds to the 
contents of such a Certificate. 
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Existing text Propost!d amendment 

----·-----------------------------
Annex I! 

Regulation 1 

·-·-·-·. . ' . 

Reg\.!lation 3 

·-·-·-·-·-• • • t , 

Regulation 1 

(6) "Special area" means a sea 
area where for recognized 

technical reasons in relation 
to its oceanographical and 
ecological condition and to 
its pecullar transportation 
traffic the adoption of 
special mandatory methods 
for the prevention of sea 
pollution oy noxious liquid 
substances in 0uik is re
quired.Special areas are 
those listed in Regulation 
5 A of this Annex, 

Regulation 3 

(2a) Fpr the special areas a 
special categorization 
is set out in Appendix 
II to this Annex. 

New sub-paragraph adJed, Cf. Annex I, Regulation l(lO) 

ObliRations for all Coastal States to pro~lde adequate 
rece~tion facilities for s~ips ope~atin; 10 the 
Baltic Sea Area ~ill be laid down ~n a regional 
agreement. 



E:dsting text 

Regulation 5 

Discharge of Noxious 
'Substances ' 

Subject to the pro
visions of Hegu• 
lation 6 of this 
Annex. 

( l) ....... - ·• • • • 

Proposed amendment 

Regulation 5 

·-·-·-·. . . . 

- ll -

Subject to the provisions of 
Regulations~ A and 6 of this 
Annex. 

(l) 

(3a) Ships while operating in 
a special area, shall be 
subject to appropriate 
additional requirements 
or Resulation 5 A ot 
this Annex, 

Re§ulation 5 A 

Special Areas and related 
requirements'." 

( 1) For the purpose of this 
Annex "special areas" 
shall include the Baltic 
Sea Area. 

~UJ 
(2) For the purpose~r this 

Annex the Baltic Area 
means tne,.Ba.ltic Sea 
proper with the Gulf or 
Bothnia, the Gulf of 

· Finland and the entrance 
to the Baltic Sea bounded 
by the parallel of 
latitude of Tne Skaw in 
the Skav;erra.k. 

Remarks 

It is desirable to indicate in Regulation 5 that the 
special categorization for special areas snall oe 
observed by ships operating in such areas. 

New regulation added, er Annex I, Regulati, 12. 

Cf Annex I, Reg 12, paragraph (l)(a), 
cf Annex I, Reg 9(2) 

Cf Annex I, Reg 12, proposed new sub-paragraph (3)(a) 

The border line is the same as that used in 
Regulation 51 or the International Convention on 
Load Lh1e4 1966. 



Existing text 

·- ....... .. . . . . 

- 12 -

Proposed amendment 

(3) For the special a~eas· 
an additional Category 
AO is established. 

Discharge into th• sea 
of Category AO substances 
is prohibited within the 
Special areas. 

Remarks 

Pl) Ships. while operating in Cf' Annex I, Re~ 12, paragraph l(c) and (3)(b). 
the -special areas shall 
observe the special 
categorization of noxious liquid 
substances set out in 
Appendix II, Column II a, 
to this Annex 

Addition~l Guidelines for 
categor1zat1on for Special 
Areas · · -

Particular weight shall be 
given to such special factors 
that may result in greater 
harm iT a substance is 
released into a special 
area than into o.ther waters. 

New paragraph added at the end of the Appendix. 

The special categorization for the Special Areas 
should be carried out bl upgrading all Category A 
substances to Category AO, all Category B substances 
to Category A and all Category C substances to 
Category B, 
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Existing text Proposed aaendment 

Appendix II to Annex II 

List of noxious liquid 
substances carriea in 
6'1Hc .. -
Pollution Category ror 
operational discharge 
(see Reg .3 or Annex 
II) 22/ -

II 

A 
B 

List of noxious liquid 
substances ca1•ried in bulk -
Pollution Category for 
operational discharge 
( see Reg .3 and 5A of 
Annex II) · 

II Ila 
~alid out• Valid within 
•ide ape• special 
gial areas areas 

A 
B 
C 

AO 
A 
B 

Remarks 



Existing text Proposed amendment 

ANNEX III 

Remarks 

Finland supports the inclusion of 
the requirements of' the 1,resent 
draft Annex III as an Annex to 
the Convention. 



biating text· 

AIUilX IV 

Blw1ti0P s, IF1Pt~oy 
(a) the discharge of sewage from 

a ship necessary for the 
purpose ot secur1n& the safety 
ot a ship and its personnel 
or savJ.Dg life at sea. 

- 15 .. 

Proposed amendment 

Add the following words: 
"or ot avoiding damage 
to a ship or its cargo". 

Remarks 

The requirement as presently 
dratted is unnecessarily atrict. 
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Existing text 

Annex V 
:-legulation l 
- --- :ft 

Regulation 3 

.Dischar1e of garbage 

ll) Subject to the pro
visions of this 

. ·Annex: 

(l)(o)(ii) (anywhere 
withih special ·areas] 

( d) (ii) [anywhere 
within special areas] 

Proposed amendment 

(3) "Special area" means a sea 
area where for recogni:;d 
technical reasons- in re
lation to its oceanographical 
and ecological condition 
and to its peculiar trans
portation traffic the ad
option of special mandatory 
methods for the prevention 
of sea pollution by 
garbage is required. Special 
areas are those listed in 
Regulation 3A of this Annex. 

Remarks 

1;e\ . ..;ub-paragraph added. Cf Annex I, Reg l( 10) 
and 4.nex II, Reg 5A, 

Obligations for all Coastal States to provide 
adequate reception facilities for ships operating in 
trn Baltic Sea Area will be laid down in a 
regional a«reemtnt. 

(1) Subject to the provisions of Cf Annex I, Reg 9(1) and Annex II. Re~ 5A. 
Regulation 3 A and 4 of this 
Annex: 

(ii) anywhere within special areas.Brackets to be deleted. 

(ii) anywhere within special areas. Brackets to be delected. 
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Existing text Proposed .-endaent 

Regulation 3 A. 
--- n 

List of Special Areas and ~elated 
reouirements. 

(1) For the purpose of ·this 
Annex special areas 
shall include the 
Baltic Sea Area. 

(2) For the purpose of this 
Annex the Baltic Sea 
Area means the Baltic 
Sea proper with the Oult 
of Bothnia, the Gulf or 
Finland and the entrance 
to the Baltic Sea 
bounded by the parallel 
of latitude of The Skaw 
in the Skagerrak. 

The border line is the same as that used in 
Regulation 51 of the International Conventic11 
on Load Lines 1966. 


